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����  Invitation to GCN Giving Circles Advisory Panel  ���� 
Interested in serving on the GCN Advisory Panel and contribute to Giving Circles in 
another way?  We invite individuals who are currently members of Giving Circles and 

interested in being interviewed for this role to contact us.     

� Are GCs Democratizing 
Philanthropy? Yes, according to 
the VPI Center for Public 
Administration and Policy.  One 
way to measure the impact of 
GCs is to ask whether they 
democratize philanthropy.  A 
study found that overall they do 
by providing opportunities for 
democratic participation, 
broadening member identification 
with the needs of others and 
expanding who benefits from 
philanthropy. 
www.givingforum.org/ 
givingcircles/research.html 

� Giving or Impact: What is 
Driving Your Circle?  Is your 
GC focused on only getting and 
giving money?  Do you wonder if 
you’re having the impact you 
seek? Try assigning measures and 
targets to giving objectives and 
evaluating the results.  According 
to B2P, “More and more funders 
are moving in the direction of 
strategic giving (also called 
strategic philanthropy…and 
outcomes-based funding).” See 
http://www.b2p.com/  

� Want to Measure Results 
of a Charity Event? Partner 
with Local Public Radio and 
they will share the results with 
you!  The National Center for 
Outreach (NCO) assists PBS 
stations to provide meaningful 
outreach to local communities 
and will survey and share the 
impact with their partners.    
www.nationaloutreach.org 
 

���� Development-Health-Environment 

• Giving Globally? Looking to have an 
impact overseas? Universal Giving™ offers 
free and easy-to-use international giving 
search features to help you target your issue, 
organization or geographic area and 
contribute – without taking a percent of 
your donation! It also offers a giving circle 
module.  www.universalgiving.org 

• Traveling GCs on HIV/AIDS 
 Want to limit your commitment but be more 
engaged? See The Clarence Foundation’s 
Traveling Circle to Kenya focusing on 
HIV/AIDS and other engagements. 
www.theclarencefoundation.org 

 

����Education, Culture & Arts 

• Latino GCs: ¿Donde Están? 
– “Nuestro Futuro” supports Latino 
non-profits in the metro Chicago area. 
www.cct.org/donors/special_funds 

– Silicon Valley Hispanic GC Needed! 
“Familia, Fe y Comunidad” (Family, 
Faith and Community) Report by the 
Hispanic Foundation of Silicon Valley 
found that a circle is needed to 
address local issues facing the 
Hispanic community there. 

• Asian American Network 
Asian Americans/Pacific Islanders in 
Philanthropy (AAPIP) promotes, 
supports and administers a national 
GC and regional GCs across the U.S. 
to build community philanthropy for 
disaster relief, education and social 
change for women and girls. For more 
see: www.aapip.org 
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  ����In the Press… 
  Parties with a Purpose - Woman’s Day Magazine (Dec. 2005) and ABC News 
(12/21/05)  spotlighted a new circle “Dining for Women” that funds charity “one dinner 
at a time” with donations as little as $30/mo.   www.diningforwomen.org/ 
  Ready for Your “New Heroes” House Party? – The Skoll Foundation (founded by 
eBay’s first president, Jeff Skoll) launched a new giving campaign that merges TV with 
internet and charitable giving.  Together with Global Giving they offer “New Heroes” 
giving, which consists of House Party hosting to generate funding to pre-screened charities 
or “heroes”. See www.thenewheroes.org/  They have an upcoming PBS documentary on 
June 28th, 2006 featuring these heroes.  For party hosts, you can get their Free DVD. 

  Giving Circles are a new nationwide phenomenon of individual-initiated philanthropy whereby participants pool their funds to 
more actively participate in, learn from and provide value to the giving process, causes and communities they promote.  Giving 

Circles are diverse, ranging from a few members working informally to hundreds of members with governing boards.    

Faith-Based Giving Circle Guide  

���� Tzedakah Collectives 
The Shefa Fund offers a guide for faith-based 
GCs www.minnesotagiving.org/resources/  
 

 


